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50 YEARS 
Amnesty International

In 1961, British lawyer Peter Benenson launched a campaign, 
calling on people worldwide to become active and make a joint 
appeal for human rights. That is how Amnesty International was 
born. 50 years later, it has become a movement with more than 
3 million members who fight for human rights in 150 countries. 
Their work is characterised by passion, conviction and persistance.

In 2011, we are celebrating the concept that individual people 
can bring about significant changes if they get together with others, 
and we are calling on people worldwide to join us and become 
active so that in 50 years human rights have an even stronger voice. 
Nevertheless, our anniversary also prompts discussions about 
current challenges concerning human rights and the future of human 
rights in a rapidly changing world. ›10 years 9/11‹ is part of the 
discussion series ›Amnesty@50 – perspectives for human rights‹ 
which will be continued in the second half of 2011.
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10 years after 9/11
looking back, 
moving forward

The events of 11 September 2001 enabled western states to 
radically transform their counterterrorism practices. This conference 
aims to critically engage with this transformation; to map how the 
›war on terror‹ is changing and shaping new areas of our everyday 
lives and identify the challenges ahead for those fighting for human 
rights across the security field.

The conference brings together leading human rights lawyers, 
experts and academics from around the world to address key 
questions related to emergent security practices, including: 

What has been achieved in the years of challenge and strugg-
le since 9/11? Whilst some aspects of the ›war on terror‹ have 
been rendered spectacularly visible, other elements (such as the 
expansion of intelligence and the rise of pre-emptive security 
techniques) have remained largely unnoticed. How can strategic 
litigation and political resistance be recalibrated to effectively 
challenge the powers that have been created?  

Whilst a great deal has been achieved through human rights 
advocacy over the last 10 years, much still needs to be done. 
European complicity in rendition and torture still remains largely 
uninvestigated and unpunished. Blacklisting regimes continue 
to proliferate in direct violation of fundamental rights. Targeted 
killing techniques are rapidly expanding with no transparency 
as to who can be killed. How can we organize to overcome these 
problems and render these practices open to challenge and 
broader public debate?  

What does the security landscape for the next 10 years actually 
look like? Are liberal principles (such as the rule of law and 
fundamental rights) adequate to the task of challenging the 
illiberal practices of contemporary counterterrorism? 

These are some of the questions and debates that this conference 
aims to foster and provoke, whilst giving shape to possible strate-
gies that can we develop for the years ahead. All are welcome to be 
part of the process moving forward.

Free entrance, RSVP: tenyears@ecchr.eu
More information and live audiostream: www.tenyears.eu 50 YEARS

 10 Years after 9/11
looking back, 
moving forward
Conference of 
Amnesty International 
and the European 
Center for Constitutional 
and Human Rights

29 June 2011
09:00 to 18:30 
Passionskirche / Berlin

An event of the nationwide Discussion series 
›Amnesty@50 – perspectives for Human Rights‹



9/11
09:00

Introduction

Wolfgang Grenz (Deputy Secretary General of Amnesty International 
Germany) 

09:15–11:15

›Spaces of Exception‹: Guantánamo,
Rendition, Torture and Secrecy

Moderator Wolfgang Kaleck (General Secretary, European Center for 
Constitutional and Human Rights, Berlin)

Prof. Manfred Nowak (University of Vienna, former UN Special 
Rapporteur on Torture): The illegality of the US torture program and 
the increasing use and reliance on torture evidence
Cori Crider (Reprieve, London): The use of strategic litigation in 
Europe to achieve redress for Guantánamo detainees and victims of 
extraordinary rendition

Michael Ratner (President, Center for Constitutional Rights, 
New York): Counterterrorism and executive power in the US and the 
prospects for accountability
Alice Wyss (Amnesty International, London): Secrecy in legal 
proceedings in the UK

[coffee break] 
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11:30–13:30

Blacklisting, Asset-freezing and the
›war on terrorist financing‹

Moderator Gavin Sullivan (European Center for Constitutional and 
Human Rights, Berlin)

Prof. Amir Attaran (University of Ottawa, tbc): The key problems of 
the UN listing regimes, its crisis of legitimacy and the possibilities 
for reform
Prof. Marieke de Goede (University of Amsterdam): Targeted sanc-
tions and asset-freezing as pre emptive security practice
Prof. Bill Bowring (Birkbeck College, University of London): EU 
Blacklists and the role of strategic litigation
Dr. Véronique Dudouet (Berghof Conflict Research, Berlin): The 
impacts of the blacklisting regimes on conflict resolution and 
peace processes

[lunch break]

14:30–16:30

The expanding zone of combat:
Drones and Targeted Killing

Moderator Ben Hayes (European Center for Constitutional and 
Human Rights, Berlin / Statewatch, London) 

Sarah Knuckey (Center for Human Rights and Global Justice, 
New York): Targeted killing under international law – the legal 
complexities and challenges  
Ben Wizner (American Civil Liberties Union, New York): The 
targeted killing policies of the US, due process and the Al-Aulaqi
legal challenge
Wolfgang Nešković (former German Federal Court judge and current 
Member of Parliament): The use of drones against German citizens 
and the political and legal opportunities for redress
Chris Rogers (Campaign for Innocent Victims in Conflict, Pakistan/
Open Society Institute, New York): The civilian impact of drone 
strikes in Afghanistan and Pakistan, strategic litigation and the 
prospects for accountability

[coffee break]

17:00–18:30

Future scenarios and strategies
for the next 10 years

Moderator Hannes Honecker (Republikanischer Anwältinnen- und 
Anwälteverein)

Dr. Louise Amoore (Durham University): Pre-emption, the use of 
secret information and the challenges of post-9/11 techniques 
and technologies for law, evidence and justice
Prof. Anastassia Tsoukala (University of Paris XI): The changing 
nature of the European security and counterterrorism landscape 
in the post-9/11 era
Matthew Pollard (Amnesty International, London): The key 
challenges for human rights advocacy and the continuing possi-
bilities for strategic litigation.   
Heiner Busch (Bürgerrechte & Polizei / CILIP und Grundrechte-
komittee, Berlin): Security, profiling and data control in Europe


